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Matthew 16:15 – “Who Do You Say that I Am?” 

Introduction 
A. Matthew 16 shares an important moment in the life of Jesus. In 16:13, 

he asks his disciples what the people say about his identity. There are 
many answers: John the Baptist, Elijah, one of the prophets of old. But 
then, he directs the question to his disciples themselves, “Who do you 
say that I am?” Peter responds immediately with his well-known 
confession, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

B. We might wonder why Jesus was asking these questions. Surely he had 
heard the comments of the people. One does not need special powers 
to know the opinion of the crowd. And why did he interrogate his 
disciples personally with the same question? Really, Jesus already knew 
where the loyalties of his disciples lay. The Bible says that God can see 
the heart of man. 

C. Jesus asked them to make a distinction. “The people say many things, 
but what do you say?” It was a personal question to force his disciples 
to ask themselves, “Who do I say that Jesus is?” They had to respond. 
They could not just say “I don’t know, ” and they couldn’t just offer 
the popular responses of the people. They had to think about the 
question and answer for themselves. Who do I say that Jesus is? 

D. Jesus is asking us the same question today, “Who do you say that I 
am?” We have to give an answer. Matthew 10:32-33 says Jesus listens to 
what we say about him, and he will judge us by our words. We have to 
answer him and he wants an individual response. It doesn’t matter what 
the world says; Jesus asks, “Who do you say that I am?” 

 
Body 
I. The Son of God – The Nature of His Being 

A. The Bible Says… 
1. Peter answered Jesus by saying, “You are the Christ, the Son of 

the living God.” To which Jesus practically responded, “Yes, 
that’s right.” “Blessed are you , Simon Barjona, because flesh 
and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in 
heaven” (16:17). 

2. Today, the world says many things about the nature of Jesus. 
Of course, there are some who doubt the very existence of 
Jesus. There are men who make Jesus out to be a fraud or a 
crazy man. However, the Bible paints Jesus in a different light. 
He was not just a man; he was the Son of God.  

3. John opens his gospel beautifully, introducing Jesus as “the 
Word.” “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God…and the Word became 
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flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1:1, 14). Jesus was not man; 
he is God, but he made himself man and came to the earth to 
live among us. Paul says that while Jesus was equal to God, he 
left behind his deity in order to save mankind (Philippians 2:5-
11). 

4. Incredible! The creator made himself a baby that needed the 
nourishment and comfort of a mother. The All Powerful made 
himself man to be tempted and to conquer temptation. Jesus 
was the Son of God, Jehovah in the flesh. 

B. That is what the Bible says, but what do you say? Jesus is asking 
you “Who do you say that I am?” It’s one thing to read the Bible 
and to know what the Bible says, but we have decide to believe or 
not. Do you believe that Jesus is the Son of God?  

 
II. The Christ – The Nature of His Purpose 

A. The Bible Says… 
1. “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matthew 

16:16). Peter said that Jesus was the Son of God, but also he 
was the Christ. “Christ” was not the last name of Jesus. We say 
Jesus and Christ together so often that sometimes we think of 
“Christ” as a name. However, “Christ” is a title that has the 
same meaning and usage as the word “Messiah” in Hebrew. 

2. It means “the Anointed One” and refers to the custom of 
anointing the kings to initiate their reign (1 Samuel 10:1). Also 
the priests and the prophets were anointed in a similar manner 
(Exodus 28:41; Leviticus 4:3, 5, 16; 1 Kings 19:16; Psalm 105:15). 

3. But “the Christ”, “the Anointed One”, also referred to one 
promised in the Old Testament who would come as prophet, 
priest, and king at the same time. While the Old Testament 
says time after time, “Christ is coming”, it is the purpose of the 
gospels in the New Testament to say “the Christ is here” and 
his name is Jesus. At the beginning of his ministry, Jesus read 
from the book of Isaiah in a Jewish synagogue declaring his 
identity as the Anointed One, the Christ (Luke 4:17-21). 

4. However “Christ” was not just a title to wear; it was also a 
purpose to fulfill. The Jews were waiting for a Messiah that 
would save his nation from the Romans, a king that would 
reign physically in Jerusalem and a warrior who would fight a 
physical battle. Even Peter, who was first to say, “You are the 
Christ” in Matthew 16 did not fully realize the significance of 
his words. 
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5. Peter did not understand at the cross, when Jesus was nailed to 
wood, when he died by the hands of man in order to save all 
mankind. Then Peter and the rest of the disciples, who had 
sworn their loyalty to Jesus, fled. 

6. They did not understand or remember Jesus’ words in Matthew 
16:21, that the Christ must, “be killed, and be raised up on the 
third day.” So as he prophesied and as the prophets of the Old 
Testament prophesied, on the third day, his tomb was empty. 
He rose from the dead as the Messiah, the Christ, conquering 
death and sin for you and me. Jesus is the Son of God, 
Jehovah in the flesh, who came to the earth to be the Christ, 
the Savior promised in the Old Testament, who saves us from 
our sins. 

B. That’s what the Bible says, but what do you say? Jesus is asking you 
“who do you say that I am?” We have the looked at what the 
Scriptures say, but do you believe that Jesus is the Christ and that 
Jesus is the Son of God? 

 
III. The Lord – The Nature of His Authority 

A. The Bible Says… 
1. After Peter gave his confession about the identity of Jesus in 

Matthew 16, Jesus spoke these words about his purpose and 
authority, “I also say to you that you are Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not 
overpower it” (16:18). With the words of Peter as a basis or a 
rock (that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God), he 
would build his church. 

2. The word “church” does not refer to a building or to a 
denomination or to an institution. “Church” means literally an 
assembly of people. So with the belief in Jesus as the Christ 
and as the Son of God, Jesus was going to build his church (or 
the Bible sometimes says his people) in the sense that he was 
going to gather people to himself. 

3. But we need to understand that the verse says he would build 
his church. By means of the death of Jesus the Christ, we can 
have a relationship with him and we can be one of his church, 
one of his people. But in this relationship, we as a people 
belong to Jesus, and we have to recognize him as Lord in our 
life. 

4. In his first sermon on the day of Pentecost, Peter said to the 
Jews that through the resurrection, God had made Jesus both 
Lord and Christ (Acts 2:32-36). Jesus was not just the Christ; he 
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was also Lord. If we are Christians, we belong to Christ. Paul 
says it this way in Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with 
Christ; and it is no long I who live, but Christ lives in me.”  

5. Jesus is the Son of God, Jehovah in the flesh, who came to the 
earth to be the Christ, the Savior promised in the Old 
Testament. But it also says that he is Lord, reigning in our 
heart and life. 

B. That’s what the Bibles says, but what do you say? Jesus is asking 
you “Who do you say that I am?” 
1. It might easy for us to believe that Jesus is the Son of God and 

to agree with the salvation that comes through him being the 
Christ. But are you ready to call Jesus the Lord of your life? 
This is a little more difficult, isn’t it? 

2. In Acts 2:37-38, after calling Jesus Lord and Christ, Peter told 
the Jews that they had to do something. “Repent and each of 
you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness 
of your sins.” Is Jesus your Lord? Have you been baptized for 
the forgiveness of your sins? 

3. Also, if we belong to Christ, he is our Lord and we have to 
leave behind the passions and desires of the flesh. “Those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions 
and desires” (Galatians 5:18-21, 24). Have we genuinely 
changed our life for our Lord? 

4. Are we ready to say Jesus is Lord? Do we treat him as Lord? 

Conclusion 
A. Jesus is asking you now, “Who do you say that I am?” Can I say 

without reservation that he is the Christ, the Son of God, and the Lord 
of my life? Who do I say Jesus is? 


